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service to the practitioner who tries to keep abreast of the vast and 
voluminous wave of modern medical literature. G. W. N. 


The Practical Medicine Series of Year Books. Under the general 
editorial charge of Gustavus P. Head, M.D. Yol. X. Skin and Venereal 
Diseases; Nervous and Mental Diseases. Edited by W. L. Baum and 
Hugh T. Patrick. Chicago: The Year Book Publishers. 

. The rapid growth of knowledge in every department of medicine 
provides such abundant material for year books and similar publica¬ 
tions that the editors of this volume deserve the reader’s thanks for 
keeping it within such moderate limits. The selection of the material 
attests their excellent judgment as well as their diligence, and while the 
treatment of the various subjects is necessarily brief, the book is most 
suggestive, and the abundant bibliographical references incite to further 
study. Although the book is so compact and the subject-matter judici¬ 
ously arranged under bold-faced headings, a very full index is also 
added, which makes the finding of any desired subject the work of only 
a few minutes. R. M. G. 


Regional Minor Surgery, Describing the Treatment of Those Con¬ 
ditions Daily Encountered by the General Practitioner. By 
George Gray Van Schaick, M.D., Attending Surgeon to the French 
Hospital, New York. New York: The International Journal of Surgery 
Company. 

It has been the author’s aim to present a small book which might 
act as a guide to the general practitioner in treating certain minor ail¬ 
ments and injuries of a surgical nature. This, we think, he has well 
done. The opening chapter deals with asepsis, and the reader is impressed 
with its importance even in the performance of the most trivial surgical 
operation. The suturing of wounds is carefully described, and an excel¬ 
lent little diagram, which we have never before seen, is given, showing 
the method of closing a semicircular wound. This is the sort of book 
which it would be well for every new graduate, whether he is going at 
once into practice or whether he is to become a hospital resident, to 
read, as he will find here many minor practical points which the larger 
text-books do not present. 

There are a number of subjects which one might suppose the author 
would have included in a book of this kind, but, on the whole, we think 
he has made a wise selection. One omission, however, we can but call 
attention to, and that is the absence of any chapter dealing with the 
treatment of fractures of the upper extremity. These fractures are 
very frequently treated by general practitioners. Great improvements 
have been made in their treatment during recent years, and we feel that 
the addition of a chapter or two on this subject would greatly enhance 
the value of the book. Another criticism we would offer is the fact 
that the author’s description and illustrations of the Gibney adhesive 
strip dressing for sprains of the ankle is not the Gibney dressing as we 
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know and practice it. Although before reading this book we would 
have doubted the desirability of such a work, we now realize the want 
of it and commend the present volume. J. H. G. 


A Manual of Dissection and Practical Anatomy. Founded on Gray 
and Gerrish. By William T. Eckley, M.D., Professor of Anatomy in 
the Medical and Dental Department of the University of Illinois, the 
Chicago School of Anatomy and Physiology, the Chicago Clinical School, 
and West Side Training School for Nurses, and Corinne B. Eckley, 
Demonstrator of Anatomy in the Medical and Dental Departments of the 
University of Illinois and Chicago School of Anatomy and Physiology, and 
Member of the American Association of Anatomists. Illustrated with 220 
engravings, 116 of which are colored. Philadelphia and New York: Lea 
Brothers & Co., 1903. 

The fact that a new manual of dissection has been offered by the 
publishers would seem to indicate that there is a need for such a work. 
The old Dublin Dissector, which was so popular with our preceptors, and 
Heath’s Practical Anatomy, which was the companion of our student 
days, will have to give way for the more modern works to be used in the 
dissecting-room. As announced in the preface, the present work has a 
twofold purpose, namely, to provide the student with a detailed guide 
for dissection and to answer the requirements of the physician and the 
surgeon wishing to review the anatomy of any region. It is prepared 
for practical use with either Gray or Gerrish, and a large series of illus¬ 
trations have been taken from these works and placed at the disposal of 
the author, thereby greatly enhancing the value of the book. In 
addition to the usual descriptive matter found in dissectors, the work 
abounds in tables, and we find, in addition to the usual tables met with, 
it combines tables of the muscles of expression, tables of the muscles of 
mastication, and even tables of the branches of the vagus and tables of 
the cutaneous veins. 

The introduction of the new nomenclature into this work has been 
done judiciously, but the section on metamerism would seem to be out of 
place in a dissector. The divisions of the abdomen as given in the 
abdominal topography are after the plan of Gerrish, the upper line 
being drawn between the tenth costal cartilages instead of between the 
extremities of the ninth ribs; and while the description gives the line as 
drawn from the highest level of the iliac crest, the. illustration gives it as 
drawn from the anterior superior iliac spines. 

The illustrations are particularly good, and can be used not only as a 
supplement to the text, but in many cases—as those relative to the 
brain—they may be used in substitution for the text in making dissec¬ 
tions. 

The table on the vascular system is greatly enhanced in value by the 
addition of small outline drawings incorporated into the text. 

The work will be found very useful in the dissecting-room, and will 
also prove valuable to practitioners desiring to rehearse regional anatomy. 
The publishers of the book are to be complimented upon the very 
attractive appearance of the volume. J. K. Y. 



